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When one 
paints an icon, 
one opens a 
gateway for 
God.  One opens 
a window to 
heaven for us. 
The Spirit of 
God speaks behind the lines and col-
ors of an icon, telling the worship-
per things which the art critic can-
not see. In viewing an icon, we 
should not view it analytically. We 
should allow ourselves to be looked 
at by God.  

M 
aster Iconographer Ms. Heather 

Mackean will be offering an iconogra-
phy workshop at St. Nicholas Orthodox 

Church, Portland, Oregon, from August 
9-14, 2010. Each day of this 6-day workshop will 

begin at 9 AM and end around 5 PM, with Heather 
instructing and assisting stu-

dents through the stages of 
painting an icon, providing 

an intensive, hands-on ex-

perience in learning the art 
of iconography. The work-

shop will culminate into a 
lecture on the final evening, 

which is open to the public. 

Directions                                                                                                                                                          

From the north (Portland / Vancouver) 

-Take I-5 South to exit 296-A (Barbur Blvd.)Turn right onto Barbur 

Blvd.                                                                                                                                                   
-Turn right onto Spring Garden (the first right possible.)                                                       

-Turn right onto SW 20th (just past the bridge.)                                                                              

-Go past the I-5 onramp and turn right onto SW 21st.                                                             
-Turn right onto Dolph Ct (the first right possible.)                                                                      

-The church will be on the left. 

From the  south (Salem) 

-Take I-5 North to exit 295 (SW Taylors Ferry Rd.) 

-Go straight at the stop sign. 
-Turn left onto SW 26th Ave 

-Turn right onto Barbur Blvd. 

-Turn right onto Spring Garden (after the I-5 offramp.) 
-Turn right onto SW 20th (just past the bridge.) 

-Go past the I-5 onramp and turn right onto SW 21st. 

-Turn right onto Dolph Ct. (the first right possible.) 
-The church will be on the left. 



Workshop Expenses 
 The workshop has limited positions 
(15) and students are asked to send in a 
$100 deposit to secure a spot in the class. 
This deposit will go towards the $700 tui-
tion fee, which will cover the costs of the 
boards, pigments, gold -leaf, etc.  
 Additionally, students will need to 
bring some of their own supplies, including 
paper (newsprint, pastel, and tracing), 
�D�Q�\�� �´�%�µ�� art pencil 
(ie 4B, 6B etc.), water 
c o l o r p e n c i l s , 
c h a l k p a s t e l 
( b l a c k and white), 
b r u s h e s with round 
t i p s  (sizes 0 or1, 
2 0r 3, and 4 or 5), 
e a s e l (optional), 
e x t r a l i g h t i n g , 
e r a s e r , and ruler, 
all of which can be found at Art Media, 
Columbia Art Supply, and other local art 
supply stores.  
 Students who have 
worked with Heather in 
the past will have the op-
portunity to work on 
problematic areas in their 
own art and to practice 
under -developed skills.  

About Heather MacKean 
 Heather has been 
painting icons for over thirty 
years. In 1981, she first studied 
under iconographer Helena 
Nikkanen while attending St. 
�9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U�·�V�� �6�H�P�L�Q�D�U�\���� �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
to paint with egg tempera. 
Heather also studied the same 
under Fr. Andrew Tregubov 
(author of The Light of Christ �³
Iconography of Gregory 
Kroug ), as well as iconology 
under Fr. Nicholas Ozolin, professor at Institut de The-
ologie St. Serge in Paris.  
 In 1999, Heather pursued courses in lime fresco 
and encaustic painting at the Pacific Northwest College 
of Art in Portland, Oregon. She was asked by the Port-
land Art Museum to teach classes in egg -tempera and 
�L�F�R�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�\�� �D�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�X�V�H�X�P�·�V�� �H�[�K�L�E�L�W��
�´�6�W�U�R�J�D�Q�R�I�I�³ The Palace and Collections of a Russian 

�1�R�E�O�H�� �)�D�P�L�O�\�µ���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O��
as set -up a permanent 
display of medieval 
painting techniques. 
Heather was also fea-
tured on Oregon Public 
�%�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�·�V�� �´�2�U�H�J�R�Q��
�$�U�W�� �%�H�D�W���µ�� �,�Q�� ������������
Heather returned to St. 
�9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U�·�V�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H��
iconology studies under 

Richard Schneider.  
 �+�H�D�W�K�H�U�·�V�� �Z�R�U�N�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �J�O�R�E�H�³
on display in galleries, in prayer corners, at saint can-
onizations, and more poignantly, in churches. She also 
has a website showcasing her work at 
www.heathermackean.com. Currently, Heather is resid-
ing in Everson, Washington, where she is completing the 
fresco scheme of St. Innocent Antiochian Orthodox 
Church.  

Sign-up 
 To secure a spot in the class, please fill the 

form below and send with your $100 deposit (checks 
made out to Heather MacKean) by July 26 t0:  

 
Joshua Crisp  

3930 SE 162nd  
Sp. 22 

Portland, Oregon 97236  
 

Thanks and look forward to seeing you there!  
 

Name:______________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
City:____________   State_____   Zip:____________ 
 
Phone number:_______________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________ 
 
What is your experience with iconogra-
phy?:_______________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Will you need lodging and a list of places to eat dur-
ing the workshop (snacks and light lunch will be pro-
vided)?:_____________________________________ 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
Joshua Crisp at (503) 545-5514 or email him at 
cslewiscool123@gmail.com. Icons by the hand of Heather Mackean 

Photos courtesy of www.heathermackean.com and 
Annette Christian 


